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4th Sunday of Easter
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Dear Friends,
We welcome you to our worship this day in the season of Easter. We are delighted that you
have come to worship with us during this celebratory season of Easter which lasts fifty days
when we acknowledge and embrace the new life offered to us through the resurrection of
Jesus. You will notice beautiful flowers, colorful vestments and altar hangings, glorious music,
the ringing of bells, and “Alleluias” being boldly proclaimed. We are celebrating God’s saving
work through God’s offering of renewed and abundant life to us.

Make us an Easter people, O Christ, whose name is “Alleluia.” May we, like Mary,
rise in joy when you call our name. May we, like Thomas, see and believe. May we,
like Peter, become bold and brace. May we, like Cleopas, meet you in every road.
May we, like them, be utterly changed, in the victory of the love by which you left
your tomb, and saved us forever from death. In your name, Jesus. Amen.
Liturgy for the Whole Church

Faithfully,
Mother Barbara

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

I come with joy to meet my Lord

1982 Hymnal #304

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

BCP #355

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

1982Hymnal S-280

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

BCP #225

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who,
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Acts 4:5-12

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what
name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of
the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to
all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.'
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved."
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (Prayed responsively by whole verse.)

BCP #587

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
A READING FROM THE LETTER OF FIRST JOHN

1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our
lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him.

And this is his commandment that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the
Spirit that he has given us.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 10:11-18

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I
know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.
And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY
(A period of silence follows for reflection.)

Mother Barbara

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As disciples who know that Christ is risen, let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Lord, hear our prayer.

As your Church rejoices this morning in the Resurrection of her Lord and Savior, may her
worship be reverent and her proclamation faithful. May every Christian soul respond in faith
to the call of the Master and make haste to tell the good news.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let the Easter hope be known in all the world. Give light to those who seek, assurance to
those who doubt, and peace to all. May Christ be known as the only Lord, the only hope of
the nations.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bless our visitors and loved ones of our parishioners who are with them today that they may
sense the love and compassion of Christ through our worship and as expressed by each one of
us. Be with our families and friends and all who share with us the wonder of the Resurrection.
May the presence of Christ bring us close to those who are separated from us, in the
knowledge that no distance can part us from his love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Have mercy on those who stand at the open door of faith but are held back by doubt or fear
of their unworthiness. Draw them in, that they may begin the new life that Christ has
brought. Help and comfort those for whom suffering and sorrow mar the happiness of this
Easter season.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have shared with Christ the death of the body, now share with him the
eternal life of his Resurrection. May the promise that has been fulfilled in them be our hope
in this world and our place in the world to come.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray in the name of Christ who conquered death that we might live for ever.
Amen.
A MOMENT OF JOY

Mother Barbara

LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, it is the Lord who calls your name.
THE BLESSING
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God and of God’s Son, Jesus our Lord. And the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you for
ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Love divine, love excelling

1982 Hymnal #657

THE DISMISSAL

BCP #366

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
POSTLUDE

Shepherd, like a savior lead us
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