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The recent logo or brand, as you will, of the United Church of 
Christ, is 'God is still speaking’. I think that this is very true for 
the events of this past week. I believe God was not just speaking 
but, like Joseph in our first reading this morning, could not refrain 
from crying out.   
 
In the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson MO, God cried out 
against our apathy and fear. We Christians have been too 

complacent in not teaching each other the lessons of racial justice 
that our Church commemorated just this past Thursday with the 
feast of the martyrdom of Jonathan Daniels. We have failed to 
inform many of the police departments of this country that there 
is no reason to fear an unarmed African American boy, the same 
fear I purport that was aimed at young Ruby Sales in 1965 whom 
Jonathan Daniels saved from a bullet which he took for her right 
to vote. These are the lessons of our Church, and we need to cry 
out with God about them. 
 
God cried out for the depressed in the death of his other son this 
week, comedian and Episcopalian Robin Williams. We heard the 
anguish of that cry in his death because we mourned not just Mr. 
Williams, but all those we know who died at their own hand to 
find relief from the unmeasurable weight of depression. We cried 
for all those who committed suicide whom the Church in former 
times excommunicated from heaven without asking God, first. For 

surely, someone as good as Robin Williams must be going to 
heaven.  We have swept mental illness under the rug long 
enough. God has cried out for us to remove the rug and examine 
the dirt of our fear of recognition and denial of its existence.  
 
Even our Lord in today's Gospel seems to have wanted to 
continue sweeping under the rug the salvation of non-Israelites. 
Jesus declared that he only had enough spiritual food for his 
people. But, God cried out through a Canaanite woman, the 

Canaanites being avowed enemies of the Israelites and of God in 
the conquest stories in the Old Testament. And, this Canaanite 
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woman reminded him that she deserved the spiritual food he 
offered as well.  It may have been a wake-up moment for Jesus 
that universalized his movement because it seemingly made him 
realize that he was to spread the gospel to everyone, not just to 
his own kind. Jesus seems to have changed his heart.  
 
We see in this scene the humanity of Jesus so uncomfortably 
clearly with his denials of healing for a non-Jewish child.  But, 

hearing God through the faith of this mother, Jesus changed his 
heart, and healed her child.  For what does he say, 'great is your 
faith', and it is your faith that healed your daughter'.  
 
So if Jesus' heart was changed by this woman's faith, shall we 
not, also, change ourselves by hearing God through our own 
faith?  
 
And I think we must seek a change of heart through faith to 
move ourselves from the stultifying positions of apathy, 
complacency, denial and fear in which we find ourselves most of 
the time. It is so much easier to cuddle up to my puppy than to 
try and figure out what I could do about the hatred of racism, the 
shame of mental illness or the violent response of covetousness 
that leads to war.  When I opened up the New York Times, or 
turned on CNN or perused Facebook I saw scenes on American 
streets I hadn't seen in 50 years, read updates of a war I thought 

was over, and mourned about the death of a man I did not know. 
I grabbed my puppy, cooked up a gourmet meal, went to the 
park, did anything that made me feel good, because I don't know 
what to do about all the feelings that leave me in anguish about 
these things that seemed to have come full circle in my lifetime.  
 
But, Jesus changed his heart because of a woman's faith that she 
should be blessed by God for what she wanted to change, her 
tormented child. She didn't care that he thought of her as a 'dog'. 

She threw herself down before him and begged him to help her 
because of her faith in him to do so. Jesus changed his heart.   
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The Philadelphia Daily News was going to run a picture of the 
protestors in Ferguson MO throwing Molotov cocktails at the 
police, but the front page editor changed the picture and ran one 
of a woman protesting the killing with a sign that said 'We're 
human, too'. Perhaps the editor heard God cry out, or knew that 
Jesus had changed his heart. 
 

Facebook has been flooded all week with heart-wrenching 
testimonies of those who suffer from depression or have thought 
about suicide that have never been expressed so openly or 
candidly. Each person seems to be throwing themselves down in 
front of us begging us to throw them crumbs of compassion 
instead of our shame. Suicidal persons need our compassion. If 
Jesus changed his heart, surely we can change ours.  
 
For it is in our hearts that we will find the wherewithal to change 
at least one of the things that allows bad things to happen all 
around us? For it is us who allow the events we often blame on 
theodicy. God doesn't let bad things happen. We do. We have 
swallowed the pills of complacency and comfort and pretend that 
bad things don't affect us.  But, Jesus teaches in the beginning of 
the Gospel that it's not what we put into our mouths that defiles 
us, but what comes out from our hearts.  And this is more than 
good in and good out.  Because he is saying we can even be fed 

defiled thoughts, and still act with goodness from our hearts that 
are open to change. Jesus' heart was open to change when he 
decided to heal the little Canaanite girl. This is such a good model 
for us.  If we keep our hearts open, prepared by our faith for 
change, then our hearts will change and the things which come 
out of our mouths will begin healing the world. As Robin Williams' 
character John Keating said in the movie Dead Poets' Society, 'No 
matter what anybody tells you, words and ideas can change the 
world.'  … words and ideas that come from an open and changed 

heart. 
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We vow in the Baptismal Covenant to '... seek and serve Christ in 
all persons... and strive for justice and peace among all people.' 
We must begin to say the things that come from our changed 
hearts if we want the world to be a better place for the oppressed 
and the depressed, which will make it better for all of us. Hear 
what God is still speaking to your heart, and let your heart be 
changed by it.  
 

And, 'May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face 
to shine upon us, Selah that [sic God's] way may be known upon 
earth, [sic God's] saving power [sic be known] among all nations 
[sic all peoples]. (Psalm 67: 1-2) Amen.  
 
    
 
 


